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THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN 


33, Gloucester Place, London Wel, oe 
REFORT OF ANNUAL CONFERENCE 1942, 
FIRST DAY, 


The Acting General Seoretary called the meeting to order at 11.25 a.m. a 
Chairman - OC,Groves, 
Vice Chairman - E. Lake. 
Tellers - Kersley, Turner and Anbridge. 


if 


The Standing Orders Committee reported that of 16 Branches with 455 maaperg, 12 
Branches had representation with 25 Delegates. Two branches ~ Marylebvons= 
(newly formed) and Leyton (re-formed), were asking permission to sit delegates. 
Tottenham had not complied with the rule governing Forms 'C' and needed the 
permission of Conference to sit. Same delegates had no oredentials (Glasgow). 
The report was adopted. = 
RESOLUTION = Butler and McLaughlin Jn. "That Glasgow delegates be allowed to 
sit." Carried 16 = 0, 
RESOLUTION = Levrenee and Hampson, "Permission be granted to delegates of 
Marylebone and Leyton to sit." Carried 16 - 0. - 
RESOLUTION = Howard and Gratton, "Tottenham delegates be allowed to sit," 
Carried 14 = 0, 
REPORT CF 38TH EC, 7 
The question was raised as to why the principle of the sesond 
ballot had not been applied in the election for the vacancy. on 
the E.C. 
RESOLUTION - HebLaughlin and Hayden, "Theat this Conference deprecate the 
action of the E.C. in allowing Camrade George to sit, and of 
Caarade George in taling his seat contrary to rule 12." Lost 7-146 


E.C. KULING (Sending of Matter to Press). : 


It was asreed to defcr this itea until later and to consider it 
in connection with Oomrude Hutchins’ Iten for Discussion, 


END OF SUSPENSION OF COMRADE JACOB. 


The Central Organiser reported that arrangements had been made 
for a London Party Meeting to discuss the issues in controversy and that Comrade 
Jacaab had been invited to attend. : 

RESOLUTIQ{ - HeLeughlin ond Hayden. "That a camittce of three of the 
delegates at this Conferenoe be appointed to inquire into and 

report on the issues at atal:e between Caarede Jacamb, the _E.C. 

and the Editorial Comittee, and to report their findings to the 

next Annual Conference." . 

Moved by iicDowell and Butler. “The vote be talzen." Cd.1h = 13. 
Resolution Lost 6 = 28, , 


The Standing Orders Comittee reported that Comrade Hayden was not entitled to 
sit, as he had been a member of the E.C. whose work was under revicy. 
RESOLUTION - irice and Howard. "That the business conducted be ratified," 
= . AGREED, 


RESCLUTION ON PROPAGANDA AND PROPAGANDA COMMITTEE'S REPORT 


D.k 


RESQLUTION ~ Price and Howard (Bloamsbury), "This Conference urges the E.Ce 
to consider the advisability of holding more mass meetings at ~ 
large halls such as Conwoy Hall with several spodoarn!' Cd.13 - 5. 


The Standing Orders Committee reported that 15 Branches were now represented by 
33 delegates. Only one brenoh was not represented. 5.i. London asked that » 
permission be granted to Comrade Elliott to sit in place of Haydon, = ry 


PESOLUTIGN = Gilmno and Howard, "Permission be granted." Carried 27 = 0, 


le : 


FESOLUZ q 


MANCHESTER (1) - “That this Conference, whilst having due regard for existing 
Aiffioquities, oansures the late Z.C. for ita failure to 
utilise whet ornortunities do exist for presenting within 
the pages of the '3.S,' the Jostaliet oase on the present 
war, ond the isgsuco arising therefran, and requests the 
prosent F.C. to imke good this asission,” 
AGHND Blocnp bury). 
Be (Nese. this Conference approves the sction of the late E,C, 
To deal with the war edequatoly fras our point of view would 
almost ocrtainly rosult in diffioulty in setting our 
liternture printed, and thus preoludo us froa getting our 
Sooinlist massace to the woridng olass, As we are a 
Sooinlist Party, and not meroly on anti-wmr party, we would 
be foiling 4n our duty to the worlcing class if we endangered 
our literntime in ordor to explein om ettitude upon only one 
of the fnocts of Canitnlisn.” Carried 23 - 15. : e 

AS sub-Res. Carried 23 - 15. 
(CHESTER (11) - "That because of oirounstanocos arising out of the war, this 
Confercnoe is of the opinion that the existensc of a Paid ; 
Party Organiser connot be justified fraa oither a finanedal ' 
or, more portioularly, a propagends viewpoint, and, therefaro, ry 
requests the B.C. to oot in line with this opinion,” 5 

Lost 10 = 26, 


Camnde Gilano nsked why no disoussion was being persitted on these rcsolutions. 
The Chairman replicd that it was the usual prnoctice, and that presumbly 
delegates hed instructions fras their branches. 


RESQLUTION ~ Walker ond Cash, "That discussion be allowed on the 
. Resolutions and Amerutacntsa to kules on the Agenda and that 
this be retrospcotive." \ 
AMIN PCONT ~ Macrtens and Priec, "Disoussion on S.W.Londom licsolution on 
Trade Unions be allowod." Lost 13 = 16. Resolution ¢d316-12, | 


1 PeMe Meeting odjouwmed for lingh, Rosumed 2 pels 


RESGLUTION ~ Wallzer and Overs. "That votes on the Resolutions taken be d 
caneelled." Lost 3) C— 46. 4 


Diseussion then ensucd on the Manehester Resolution (i and the Bloansbury 
Anendaent. It was agreed to take the BLOGISBURY IThi FOR DISOUSSION also in 


this connection, 


"Is the policy pursued in the 'S.S,.' in line with the Party's 
ettitude to war, ond is it expressed as adequately as 
possible under existing oircumstanses," 


In Support of Manchestcr Resolution the following points were mader~ 
A more vigorous attitude in the 'S.S.' was possible in spite 

of the Defence Regulstions, Better to preserve silence than to water down our 
opposition to all conditions of Capitalism besetting the worlcing class, inaluding 
the oslamity of War. It was incuabent on the Party to make a statement and no 
ettempt had becn mde to produce any adequate statament on the Socialist n 
opposition to war. : 
The reason of exvedienoy offered by the Editorial Comittee 
ppeared untrue, The alleged differences within the Party were not of sugh a 
aracter that no oq@mon agreencnt could be renched, Judgement regarding the 
toonc of the war and of the nature of Fascism, as well as the issue of Soai 
Aad been put forsmrd aa insurmountable abstacles, Our approach to the question 
war had not ohanged froa the traditional attitude, «PrePerenccs shown in the 
cr expressed by sone members regarding victory for the Allied Powers should 
conic:mod, and the resignation of those uambers called for.  Vagueness of the 
P. attitude to war in the SeSe was inimioal to the Party's revolutionary 
raoter,  Propagande could not be conducted without reference to the war, 
had nothing effeetive to say, it would be better to shut up shop. A dele; 
hed to be able to return to his branch and say that the Party was still one 
_ per ocnt Anti-War, despite the wayside inoidentals involved, such as — 
cista, : 

Another Delegate stated that there appeared to be no 
he Goverment to suppress smnll papers, and instenoed "War Commentary. 
580, we oould carry on without the S.SJ in its prosen: fora, 


2 « 


There waa samc evidenos of disquiet amongst the membership regard 
the rcviscd attitude to war, The statement of the Editorial Comatitee that 
Sane improvement had becn made in the S.S. wes on adalssion of error. 


Agninst the Manchester Resolution the following points were madc:— 


The statement regarding iaprovement was not an admission of error. 
The situntion had been and is always considered in relation to the Defcnoe 
Regqulntions, which could at any time be aaployed against those papers whioh 
cpuld be interpreted as having n depressing effect on the war effort. 
Quotations from statements made by Herbcrt Morrigon in the Comaons with regard 
to *Peoce Nevws' indioated the danger of defying the Regulations. To cven say 
that the war was waged for unworthy ends would be construed as an offencc. We 
do not watcr down our position or intend to preserve silence, but to use 
necessary caution, The Hone Secretary had warned that even the absence of 
motive would not absolve those who produced such effects in the minds of others 
as to depress. Regarding vaguencss in the 'S.S.', our attitude to war was 
understood by those who opserved the implications of our object and Principles. 

Would those who call for expulsion in the case of members showing 
prefcrenecs olso want the cxpulsion af those who supported the Republicans in 
Spain? We had not a fixed attitude to all and every war which arose, as 
instanee the issues of the Russo-Jap War and Spning The Editorial Committee 
Statqacnt on Attitude to War showed clearly that we consider the cirounstanoes 
in relation to its effects on the Socinlist Objective, and to the consequenses 
of such aware In the last war, a blanis column represented an article written 
by a member (censored). A quotation made fram the S.S. of 1916 showed that tho 
attitude to this question of expedicncy was the same then as now. 


Other Points in Discussion were:- 

Can we at least defend the Democratic privilcges being whittled 
avay and filched from the working class. Britain now under a virtual 
dictatorship, A delegate opposed both the Resolution and the Amendment, 
considering neither to fairly represent the view of the Party. 

The E.C's circular to branches of March 3rd, containing the letter 
of Manchcstcr Branch to the E.C. and the E.C's reply, was cxtcnsively quoted. 


GREETINGS FRQI THE U.S.A. 
During the proceedings the Chairman interrupted to announce the 
arrival of a cablegrana from the Workers' Socialist Party of the United Statcss- 
"TO THE 38TH ANNUAL SOCIALIST CONFERENCE 
"GREETINGS FRG YOUR AMERICAN COMRADES" - W.S.P. OF U.S. 


The Cheirmuan refused permission for S.eWe London Delegntes to rnise 
the question of the re-instatcment of Comrade Hayden as delegate. 
Discussion then took place on Manchester Resolution (IT). 


HACKNEY RESOLUTION (I) 


"That the ban by the E.C. on the pamphlet "War and the Worlcing 
Class" be liftcd." Lost 12 = 21. 
HACKNEY RESOLUTION (11) 
"That the pamphlet ‘Socialism and Religion! be reprinted," 
Lost 8 c~ 25. 

(‘TWA gS }stated that the pamphlet had 
'dated', was Spencerian, and among other reasons “its nebulous attitude made it 
unsuitable for re~publication, What was necded vas a statq@ment against 
organised religion, It was pointed out that o short chapter on the subjcot 
would appear in the a "Questions of the Day". <A Delegate considered 
that artioles in the 'S,S.* could deal adequately with the question of religion, 
S.W. LONDON RESOLUTION (T.U. 

"That Party members be required to be members of their appropriate 
Trode Unions, and that only members whose occupation is outside of Trade Union 
limits, or members who have a valid reason for non~membership of their Union, be 
exceptcd, The vahidity of the resson given to be decided by the Brensh, or in 
the oase of disagreencnt, by the EC." 


- Waller and McLaughlin, "That the itan be deferred until Saturday 8 


after lunch," Lost 7- 4h. 
After considerable discussion, Adler and Overs moved:- 

- "That the vote be taken." Carricd 15 - 12. The Resolution 
put to the vote. Lost 17 = 2. 


, Je 


the Mecting was eolled to order at 11.2 ao 


Chairman - C,Groves, 
Vice Chairann = Lew Davis, 
Tellers - Hallaord and Lestor, 


the Standing Orders Committee reported 2), Delegates representing U, Branches. 
Report adopvcd. 


FINANCE REPORT. = MaLaughlin asied whether the report was covered by the 
Finances Comittee, and observed that it was not signed by the 
Auditorse 

RESOLUTION = MoLaughlin and Howard, "That oongideration of the report be 
deferred until attendance of the Treasurer." Carried Unan. 
It was pointed out that Comrades Nichols and Catt had audited 
the boolzs. 


Pit} T and the SES COMITTEE'S REPORT TO THE Eo. OF 


sastest 6 
RESOLUTE CN - Howard and Gilmao. "That the Premises Committee Repart of the 
: Cay lata! to the E.C. be referred back to the present EC. 28 
we do not consider it a matter for the consideration of 
Conference," Lost 6 = 13. 
RESOLUTION - Beck and Mills (Haalmey). "That this Conference recommends to 
the EC, that a Full Tine Padd Head Offiee Assistant be 
appointed as soon as funds permit," 
Cash ond Claris moved "The vote be taken," Lost 7 = 1h. 
AMENTMENT - Overs and Canellc, "To delete nll efter appointed." 
Overs and Adler moved "The vote be talzen," Carried 1h - 3. 
‘ The Amendment was then put to the vote and Carried 21 ~ 5, 
owed « Lavwrenoc and Hownrd. "That the question be referred to a 
committee to be set up as per the suggestion of S,i.London 
Branoh, under Items for Discussion, was refused by the Chair~ 
man for the reason that as the Itcn had not yet beon discussed, 
it could not be assumed that Conference would adopt the 
recommendation to set up the suggested committee. 
SECOND ~ Lawrense and Hovard. "That the EsCe be rooormended to set up 
ATNIMENT a oommittec to deal with this reoamendnation, Lost 8 = 18, 


THE SUBSTANTIVE RESCLUIION 
"That cvhis Conference recommends to the EC. that a Full Time 


Paid Head Office Assistant be appointed", was then put to the 
vote and carried, 24 = 4. 


At this juncture the Central Organiser asked far his Report 5 
to be dealt with at four o'clock in the afternoon, This was agreed, 2 


PARTY FUNDS ORGANISER'S REPORT. 

RESOLUTION - Cash and May. "This Conference places on record its 
appreciation of the worl done by the Ex Party Funds Organiser” 
Carried Unanimously, 


PUBLICITY COMMITTEE'S REPORT, = NO ACTION, 
CENTRAL BRANCH REPORT. 

A suggestion was mode that Central Branch members should be 
urged to make and maintain contact with contiguous members, 


DEFERRED PARTY BOLL. 


RESOLUTION - Beok and Mills (Hackney), "That the E.C's action be endorsed 
and that the Poll he not prooeeded with". Carried 25 = 7. 


Some oritioiam wos made of the E.C. for brealcing Rule 26. On 
the other hand it was argued that a onll for such a Foll in the war situation © 
placed the Farty and Party members in jeopardy, That oconsiderntion should be 
shown for the spirit and not the letter of the rules, Not the ECG. but the 
branch which foreed the EC. anlls for ecastigation. Rule 25 baoks the EC's 
action in oalling a Party Meeting on what was o Politically Important Iss 


Ae 


gonsiderable time wna needed to alter vulea, and the F.C. had to act in the 
nm intercat. The E.C*s notion should not orente a precedent. 


oo 


MENIMENTS TO RULES, 
REET TO = Clark and Hyams moved "The vote be taken". Lost 6 = 45, 


1 Pema Mecting Adjourncd for Lunch, Resumcd 2.5 pama 


sESCLULION - Lowrenee and Prico. "That delegates be limited to spocohes of 
five minutes in disaussion on Amondiaents and Addcndums to 
Rulese" Carricd 16 = 8, 
The Anendment to Rule 18 was put to the Vote and Lost 12 ~ 25 


SENTIMENT ~ Clark and Hyams moved "The vote be taken", Carried 22- 6, 
TO RULE 9 The Amendment wos put to tho vote and lost k = 31. 
(HACKNEY } 


SOIT TO RULE 20 (Prlmors Green, Jes Lost 43 = 2h. 


AQDENDIM TO RULE 26 (Palmers Green, )....Lost & - 3h. 
‘and SOU SOUTHEND TENE ENTNENT ones cesccesesese eLOSt 40 = 290 


AENTENT AND ADDENDUM uo! RULE 12 {Palmers Green) .cose2eLost 8 = 216 
AUINDMENT TQ RULE 19 (Palmers Green)ececseccscecesessnsLOst 12 — 47. 


£.C, AIENTIMENT TO RULE 12 
"To delete the fourth sentence, and insert the following:- 
‘Members of less than six months’ standing, full-time Pnid 
Party Officials, and those holding full-time paid Party 
positions, shell not be eligible for candidature." Cd. 23 = 14. 


MANCHESTER ITE FOR DISCUSSION, 
"The method of appointment of the present paid Party 
Propgrndist, and the procedure to be adopted in tho future", 


RESOLUTION - Overs and Nichols, "That in viow of the circumstances, and in 

view of the endorsaaent received at the Delegate Meeting, the 

method of the appointment of the present propagandist be \ 

endorsed," 

"That any future Pull Time Faid Propagandist should be | 

nominated by branches and subject to a Porty Poll. The prin= i 

ciple af the second ballot to apply." le 
AMENDMENT + - Mnaertens ond Beck. "To delete the first part, and the word 

‘future’ be deleted and insert ‘Party Officials ort, Lost 10-24. 
ASENDUENT - Hyams and Clark, “Do delete the seoond part of the resolution". ; 
a Carricd 22 ~ 86, 

As Sub,Res. Carricd 20 = 6, ? 

RESOLUTION = Overs and Nichols. "That the second part stand as a resolution" he 


The Chairman neoepted this procedure on the grounds that the originn] resolution 
had been awkward and complicated, 


ACENDMENT ~ Teal and Mills, "That vil tine paid spenkers employed by 
branches be cleoted by those branches, and full time paid 

sperkers of the Party be cleeted by a Party Poll". Lost 6 = 16. 

Second Part Resolution Carricd.ss.essesreee25 = To 


dhe Standing Orders Conmittce reported that 35 delegntcs represcnted 15 branches. 
Report adopted. 


SVERSEAS SECRETARY REPORT. 
On tho motion of Lavmrenoe and Sykes, it wos agreed to send 1 
folloring message of grecting to Companion Parties abroad:= 
"On the ocension of this third Annunl Conference sinee ¢! 
break of war, the delegates present today forward to th 
canrades in Austrnlia, Canada, New Zealand and the U.3. 
most cordial and fratcrnal greetings, deterxrined to c 
the hard, labortous but esscntial spndework for Soc 
resolved to propngate and keep alive the principle of 
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rders bee reported that 17 delegntes represented 10 brenghes 
ves’! oredentinis had arrived in order, Report adorted, 


- Mounughlin Jn, and Lee, “Thet this Conferenoe refern the 
suggested alterntion to the msthad af enroliscnt of new nenbers 
contodned 4n the Palmers Green Ite for Discussion to the 
comittes that this Conference has alreedy recommended that the 
EeC. set up for exomniintion of Party machinery and orgeniaation”. 

Carried 10 ~ 49, 
. The vohe was challenged and ngain recarded 10 ~< 39, 


._. DISCUSSION ( GLASGOH) RE, RULE I. NO ACTICH. 
oD, SCUBSTON ( GLASGOW) RE, RULE 2 tine 2 RULED (Line 2), NO ACTIGH. 


“Ck DISCUSSION ( GLASGOW) RE, RULE 2(tine 5. HO ACTION. 


a 


ig SULTING 252,41. ro SENDING OF MATTER TO PRESS and 

iJ 2 ADE HUTCHINS' IF YOR DISCUSSION, 
"That any member sending written matter to the Tress, shell 
supply the E.C. with a cer of the publication containing the 
contribution, If such a oontributionimsrepresents the Party 
position, the General Secretary shall send a correction to the 
publication concerned." 


BSOLUTION = Lawrence and Prise (Blomsbury). "That this Conference re=- 
affirns the existing restrictions on sending of matter to tha 
Press." Carried 22 - 6, 


TYRE FOR DISCUSSION (COM ADE HURCITINS). 


"The advisability of deleting the Card Vote at Delemte Meetings, 
and substituting the right of any two delegates to demmm a 
Farty Foll on the subject voted upon.” 

RESOLUTION = MoLaughlin end Bowie, "That the E.C. Iten for Discussion for 
Comrade Hutchins re Card Vote and Party Poll at Delegate 
Meetings be referred to the covmittee to be set up to axomine 
Party mchinery," Carried 28 - 0, 


FINANCE STATEIENT. 

fhe Treasurer was questioned re Audit and replied that the Bocks 
had been audited by Comrades Catt ond Michois » but that they had not signed the 
Revort.  Bloawbury Delegates asked way the statement had been signed 'Pinanee 
Caruittee' when in fact no Finsnee Comittee had functioned during the period, 
The Trecsurer stated that the Ex. General Seeretary (Courede Boucher) hnd acted 
eg the Dinanee Committee and that the analytical ocmments were his, Delegates 
insisted that in future the miles be adhered to. The Chairaan on request read 
out the Terms of Referense of the Finance Committe, 


1 Detle Meeting edjouwned for lunch, Resmicd 2 Dele 
RESOLUTION - Priec ond Adler,"The E,C's astion in paying £9 to Comrade Purr 
for siclnoss be endorsed," Carried 14 = 5, & 


PUBLICATIONS. NO ACTION, 


“Tai FOR DISCUSSION (HACKNEY). 
tAre the stotamerits contained in the letter of the © 
Haal:ney Branch dated 7.8.41 contrary to the Party p 
wor! 
LOUNSSTIR LEDER 10 THE EC. AND 1% §.0'S REBLY. 
~ A critieism fran Honchester Branch of the st 
‘i the EC's renly were read to the Conferenoe. The Acting 
“at condes were not availeble for élegates, but would be c1 
~Uedietcly after Confercnoe, 


@ 


